ence of the Control Council, which was charged by the
Allied Powers with responsibility for carrying out the Berlin
conference decisions.
It is generally known that the industry of the Ruhr,
where three-quarters of Germany's coal and steel industry
are concentrated, was the main base of German militarism
and the decisive mainstay of Nazi aggression. In view of
this, it is necessary that important measures with regard
to this industry should be carried out with the concur-
rence of the Control Council. But actually this was not
the case.
Already in December, 1945, the British administration
took over the possession and direction of all the Ruhr coal
mines, and faced the Control Council with an accomplished
fact. Even now the Control Council lacks sufficient data to
judge the measures taken by the British administration
with regard to the Ruhr coal mining industry.
In August, 1946, the British administration confronted
the Control Council with another accomplished fact. This
time the British administration, by unilateral action, as-
sumed control over the iron and steel industry of the
Ruhr.
Thus the British administration . carried out measures
with regard to the basic Ruhr industries ignoring the
other Allied Powers represented on the Control Council.
Yet already at the Berlin conference the Soviet Govern-
ment had proposed that the industry of the Ruhr, which
constitutes a paramount part of Germany's war potential,
should be placed under the joint control of the four Allied
Powers. The participants in the conference agreed to post-
pone consideration of this question. It was decided that
the Council of Foreign Ministers should take up the mat-
ter. At the meeting of the Council of Foreign Ministers in
Paris in July 1946, upon the instructions of the Soviet
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